Eat, Drink

and Be Merry

Dream turns into

hen Pierre de Wet
immigrated to the
United States from
South Africa in 1984, he dreamed of
; creating a lasting venture that would sus-
e o : tain his family for generations to come.

' The result of his dream - and years
of hard work - is Kiepersol Estates, a
combination restaurant, vineyard,
winery, bed-and-breakfast and 1,000-
head cattle operation south of Tyler.

Named after his family’s farm
in South Africa, Kiepersol is run by
de Wet and his two daughters -
Marnelle, the winemaker, and

Texas-sized reality
at Kiepersol Estates
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Velmay, manager of Kiepersol’s herd
of purebred Polled Hereford and Black
Angus cattle. It’s a family venture, but at
Kierpersol, management says, “every-
body somehow feels like family.”

Kiepersol’s vineyard spans 41 acres
and grows mostly red varietals, along
with a couple of whites, including
Semillon. Semillon is a white grape
known to the Bordeaux region of France
and rarely found grown in Texas,
according to Marnell.

“We produce about 3,000 cases of
wine — or 36,000 bottles - each year,”
she says, adding that the most popular
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